A truly American story

By Irving Kent Loh, M.D.

Tuesday, November 18, 2008

Watching the returns election night and listening to the eloquence of both candidates in defeat and victory, I had a strong image of my parents coming home one afternoon five decades ago, clutching American flags in their hands.

They had just had become naturalized American citizens, having immigrated here to raise their family. They wanted to be able to vote in their adopted country into which their children had been born. I remember watching political conventions on black-and-white television. This was the same TV on which I watched the civil rights movement unfold.

As I watched the returns come in, it also reminded me of why the American experiment with government is so incredible and should be the path all people should seek to follow. Many in this country, including me, feel America has lost its way. But following the emasculation of the Bill of Rights, the internal threats to the American operating system known as the Constitution, and the disruption of our financial markets due to the unregulated environment allowing greed and corruption to dominate, Americans let it be known on election night, "That's enough."

We are not yet a perfect union, but we're getting there. Being born in the United States of immigrant parents, I see what others of similar circumstance have seen. Native-born Americans take much of this for granted, with apathy the result. As I learned from watching my parents, immigrants want to become Americans for the opportunities afforded by this country. They, arguably, see the American dream more clearly. Nowhere else in the world can the Barack Obama story play out.

My family and I are going to the Obama inauguration. It will be our third presidential inaugural. It will be cold. It will be crowded. It will be history. And you can bet that we'll be clutching American flags in our hands. God bless this country.

— Irving Kent Loh, M.D., Thousand Oaks
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